Action for Supporting
Linguistic/Sensitivity in
Education

Key Findings

Action is needed to support school instructional
language(s), linguistic dimensions in all subjects,
and plurilingual language skills for all learners.

Active participation in school community, access
to knowledge, and identity growth require
language(s).

Linguistic sensitivity is a part of general teacher
competence for all teachers and needs to be
promoted and supported in teacher education.

Student teachers express unfamiliarity with
meeting pupils with diverse linguistic and cultural
backgrounds in Europe.

Professional development and action research
are ideal for promoting change towards
linguistically sensitive teaching for all.

Summary

Being linguistically sensitive in
education is a European value that
educational stakeholders agree upon.
There is a need to adjust to new
realities and appreciate plurilingualism
as a positive norm for education. How
to promote learning for all pupils in
Europe by supporting their linguistic
and cultural identities?
Teacher education plays a significant
role in changing education towards
linguistic sensitivity for all as part of
systemic approach to educational
change.

The European Commission's support for the production of this publication does not constitute an
endorsement of the contents, which reflect the views only of the authors, and the Commission
cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.
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Listiac is a European project co-funded by the
Erasmus+ Programme of the European Union. The
main coordinator of the project is Abo Akademi
University in Vaasa, Finland. Other participants in the
project include nine European universities, three
public ministries, and one international organisation.

THE PROJECT brings forth educational change on
multiple levels and targets primarily teacher
educators, student teachers, and teachers by
developing and experimenting with a theoretically
informed reflection tool aimed at making (future)
teachers linguistically more sensitive in their beliefs,
attitudes, and actions in mainstream classrooms.

is gained through:
¢ a model for renewed initial teacher education
curriculum for supportive and empowering
multilingual pedagogies
¢ a pedagogical reflection tool for supportive and
empowering multilingual pedagogies within the whole
school community

e an open access research report

¢ language sensitive teaching recommendations for

policy makers, teacher educators, and pedagogical

counsellors.

in the project is an
important first step on the road to creating
opportunities for teacher educators to evaluate their
existing beliefs and change them from (parallel)
monolingual ideologies to a language sensitive
teaching with the ideology of a positive view on the
multilingual resources of students.

www.listiac.org
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LINGUISTICALLY
SENSITIVE TEACHING
IN ALL CLASSROOMS

for linguistically
sensitive teaching in
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READING AND DISCUSSING

BEGINNER

You and your fellow student teachers are asked to reflecton
your own experiences with (not) meeting/living with diverse S
languages and cultures in school. Compare your
experiences with the introduction materials

INTERMEDIATE ‘f

. You as student teachers are asked to reflect on who you
want to be as teachers. Systematically analyse your
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats for
becoming that teacher.

ADVANCED

. Teachers never work alone. You are asked to reflect on

. how you in future can, together with your colleagues,
support linguistically sensitive teaching through whole
school approach.

DIALOG U E MAT Linguistically sensitive -

ith 3-6 persons. i
) discuss, o : Ll

ions,donot s LISTIAC
rush through ther . Ll

linguitically sensitive
the future

Linguistically OBSERVING AND PRACTICING
Sensitive Teaching
OBSERVATION

Teachers’ awareness of and the ability to act on FYyYy
. Take the observation guide to a school with you. Look
the awareness regarding the role languages play AR oind, how wellis linguisticall sensitive teaching
in learning, in all school subjects. AN practised in this school? How wold you improve the
L . d t . b d th Y T practices? it is a fantastic opportunity to share your
anguages In eaucation In a broad sense, Wi a thoughts with teachers or fellow students after the
focus on inclusive education for social justice observations!
for all learners.

Mainstreaming plurilingual pedagogies as a A
natural part of classroom work.
PRACTICUMS

Supporting positive
plurilingual |dent|ty grOWth Or what if it was your practical experience in schools that is
observed? Take this guide to your supervisor or mentor in

for all learners. , : )

your practicums. Discuss together your ideas for )
developing linguistically sensitive teaching and try them out /
in practice! 4
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| all classrooms

IN INrTIAL TE€ACHER EDUVCATION

DIALOGUE MAT

ESTABUISH YOUR STARTING POINT

Collect a group of colleagues and reflect on your \\\
strongpoints and challenges in promoting linguistically :
sensitive teaching for all. Try to give concrete examples
from your daily work and reflect on your own experiences
with (not) meeting/living with diverse languages and
cultures in teacher education.

CHECK POINT REFLECTIONS

Meet up regularly to follow up on dialogue mat reflections.
What changes have you managed to implement? Have new
challenges arisen? Systematically and continually analyse
your strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats for
ITE that actively promotes linguistically sensitive
teaching/education.

OBSERVING
WEAREHERE FOR OﬁSERVATfON MW ™~

Use the observation guide to observe your ITE. Look

. around, how well is linguistically sensitive teaching

practiced in this ITE? How would you improve the
practices? Perhaps you can ask your students to do the
same? Take the opportunity to share your thoughts with
teachers or other stakeholders after the observations!

OBSERVATION ScHOOLS

MmAam

Acti O n Resea rC h ' Y Y Use the observation guide to support your student teachers
Y YO during their practicums or use the guide to shadow
Y YO teachers, helping them to fine tune their current practices

for linguistically sensitive teaching.

is an iterative process
involving educational practitioners, student

teachers, and (Listiac) researchers acting DONM ENT’ NQ

together in performing a particular cycle of
activities. tOQ$OOKS
These include problem diagnoses, action
. t t d ﬂ t | . Keeping a simple logbook is a valuable tool for
Interventions, and reriective learning. documenting the process of becoming linguistically
A” action research approaches have a . . . sensitive teacher education. It will deepen the analysis of

issues and challenges faced during the development

common feature in that they enable au process and enable stakeholder voices to be heard.
practitioners to investigate and evaluate
their work.
This means, by definition, that - SHAR€ YOUR QOOD
active practitioner agency Laes o

is always needed.

LINGUISTICALL ’
SENSITIVE TEACHING
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLL °
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