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Student Group Reflection 3 (dialogue mat): 
Instructions for teacher educators


	Description
	The dialogue mat is the third (advanced level) reflections for linguistically sensitive teaching, aimed at student teachers at the final years of their teacher studies. The objectives of the reflections go from “Own prior experiences” (beginner) – “My vision of me as a future teacher” (intermediate”) to “A shared vision of working for LST together with the whole school personnel” (advanced). 
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	Objective
	This focus group discussion is based on working on a ‘dialogue mat’ divided in sections. Each section includes a short info / orientation, a question to elicit reflections and free space to write things down. 
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Students are encouraged to draw a picture of the linguistically sensitive teacher of the future in the last puzzle piece. This task promotes discussing rather than writing, so if documentation is needed, consider asking students to write reflective texts afterwards or ask them to audio- or videorecord their discussion for later use 


	Time
	
1h and 30 minutes


	Organization
	
1. Make groups of 5 or 6 students maximum. 
2. Introduce to the whole class the focus group functioning: We are going to, first, work with a dialogue mat and discuss within the group. Then you will draw a picture of the linguistically sensitive teacher of the future with your group. Finally, you will present your creations to the whole group and we will have a final whole group discussion.
3. Ideally the student teachers have previously worked with reflections 1 and 2. 


	













Development
	


A
	
-Present the dialogue mat with the power point as provided (listiac.org) and give them the instructions. Give them the dialogue mat. (5-7 min).
-Each group starts to reflect on the information and questions of each section of the dialogue mat; then they complete the information of each section (40 min).
-In groups, they have to discuss and draw their imagined linguistically sensitive teacher of the future. (15 min)


	
	
B
	
-Each group presents their creations to the rest of the group (15 min)
-Time for whole group questions and comments about linguistically sensitive teaching (10 min)


	
	
C

	          
  -Close the discussion and ask for feedback (see general instructions) (5-10 min)


	
Materials
	
Dialogue mat
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Work together with 3-6 persons. Take turns in reading and
taking short notes: a) discuss, b) write. Creative solutions in
filling in the mat are encouraged! Enjoy the reflections, do not
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1
a) How do we understand LST and why is it

important in our current/future profession?
b) Our slogan for LST!

2
a) What are our best practices for LST in our
work/studies? Why are they good for
supporting all languages?
b) A short description of our best practices for
LST

3
a) Does curriculum / other policies challenge
our work for LST for all?
b) The most urgent changes needed in our
work/studies in relation to education policies.

4
a) How can we improve in LST for all?
b) Three (even small) improvements we agree to
implement in our work/studies

5
a) Why do we sometimes hesitate to do more
for LST? What kind of support do we need?
b) Our main concerns with LST for all and the
help we need to tackle them

6

Co-funded by the B Draw (or describe) the linguistically sensitive

Erasmus+ Programme teacher of the future
of the European Union
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BEGINNER

You and your fellow student teachers are asked to reflect
own experiences with (not) meeting/living with diverse
languages and cultures in school. Compare your
experiences with the introduction materials

INTERMEDIATE %

You as student teachers are asked to reflect on who do you
want to be as teachers. Systematically analyze your
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats for
becoming that teacher.

ADVANCED

Teachers never work alone. You are asked to reflect on
how you in future can, together with your colleagues,
support linguistically sensitive teaching through whole

school approach.
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