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Observation Guide: 
Instructions for teacher educators


	Description
	The Observation Guide is aimed at students at the intermediate or advanced stages of their teacher studies. It can be also used early in the studies, provided the necessary support is given. 
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	Objective
	
To promote reflection on LST and on observing a whole-school approach to how LST is implemented (or not) in practice. Student teachers (and others!) are encouraged to reflect, propose ideas, and, most of all, connect LST theoretical conceptions with practice. The tool consists of a four-section document to be filled in with observations and suggestions for improvement. The four sections are as follows: 1) languages in the whole school, 2) building good relations and supporting well-being, 3) linguistically sensitive classroom interaction in school language/s, and 4) encouraging the use of various languages. Ideally, this tool is used during a practicum and, if possible, is followed by a whole group discussion to share and deepen insights gained. 


	Time
	
Observations during a practicum, ideally at least one week. 
Introduction (30 minutes) and discussion afterwards (60 minutes) 


	Organization
	
1. Introduce the task in a whole group session before the practicum 
2. Introduce to the whole class: We are going to first observe school practices for LST. After your practicum you will share and discuss your findings with your group. 
3. Ideally students have previously worked with student reflection 1 and 2. 


	



Development
	


A
	
Before the practicum
1. Present the Observation Guide with the power point as provided (listiac.org)
2. Ask the students to collect at least 1-3 observations or ideas for improving the practices at schools. 
3. Ask students to fill in the template during their school visit/practicum and remind them that sometimes it may be difficult to find the right category. This is not a problem as the task is not about identifying the right category, rather to observe and reflect. 


	
	






B
	
            After the practicum:
1. Form small groups of student teachers. For more fruitful discussions, if possible, mix students who have visited different schools. 
2. Ask each of the students to share one or two observations/ideas for developing current practices from their practicum. Repeat this for all the four categories presented on the Observation Guide. 
3. (Optional) Final whole class discussion. Each group presents their main ideas and thoughts about LST:  and then the teacher educator asks some questions to the whole group, (25 min) either a) pre-prepared questions (see questions below) or b) questions based on their comments.


	Materials
	Observation Guide






QUESTIONS

 Guiding questions for the discussion:

· What do you understand by linguistically sensitive teaching?

· Why do you think it is/is not important for teachers/for your teaching activity?

· Have you been able to identify linguistically sensitive practices in the classes at the university/in the schools/in your practice periods? If yes, give examples, if not, why do you think that is?

· In which classrooms/levels do you think linguistically sensitive activities should be done? Why?

· In general, is there any difficulty with the linguistically sensitive teaching? Why? 

· What do the current educational policies state about linguistically sensitive teaching. If you do not know or you are not sure, please discuss what do you think they say, or what do you think they should say.
· On European level (EU-policies)
· On national or regional level (National core curriculum or equivalent)
· At your university department
· At the schools you have experience of
·  …
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READING AND DISCUSSING

BEGINNER \

You and your fellow student teachers are asked to reflect
your own experiences with (not) meeting/living with diverse
languages and cultures in school. Compare your
experiences with the introduction materials

INTERMEDIATE

You as student teachers are asked to reflect on who you
want to be as teachers. Systematically analyse your
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats for
becoming that teacher.

ADVANCED

Teachers never work alone. You are asked to reflect on
how you in future can, together with your colleagues,
support linguistically sensitive teaching through whole

school approach.

OBSERVING AND PRACTICING

LISTIAC

LINGUISTICALLY

OBSERVATION

Take the observation guide to a school with you. Look
around, how well is linguistically sensitive teaching
practised in this school? How would you improve the
practices? it is a fantastic opportunity to share your
thoughts with teachers or fellow students after the
observations!

S
PRACTICUMS

Or what if it was your practical experience in schools that is
observed? Take this guide to your supervisor or mentor in
your practicums. Discuss together your ideas for
developing linguistically sensitive teaching and try them out
in practice!

SENSITIVE TEACHING
IN ALL CLASSROOMS
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